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January Meeting Review 
Medicare Privatization: 

Medicare Advantage & ACO/REACH 
A threat to seniors and the future of Medicare 

   
For recording of meeting, visit 

http://www.womenfororangecounty.org/   
 

OR 
 

https://us06web.zoom.us/rec/share/83k7gtxne_N7eADvO2CjzLUO9Nn1YhT
veHV44ba8LUnjUbJV1dzLFysYdAmjdIQ-.G9f_ZYv8Pg7paxO6 

Passcode: l665PN$X 
 

Dr. Healey provided an excellent overview of the history of Medicare including the differences 
between traditional Medicare, Medicare Advantage and ACO/REACH.  She also apprised us of 
the move to privatize Medicare which threatens the future of Traditional Medicare along with 
actions we can take to stop the privatization of Medicare.   
 
Several state and local organizations have mobilized to formulate resolutions to stop 
ACO/REACH.  You can visit Physicians for a National Health Program (https://pnhp.org/) for 
further information and to sign onto the petition to stop ACO/REACH.  You can also contact 
your local congressional legislators and the White House expressing your concerns and 
request to stop privatization of Medicare.  
 
Currently California Alliance for Retired Americans (CARA) www.californiaalliance.org has 
crafted a resolution calling on the California state legislature to oppose ACO/REACH as well 
as sending letters to CMS, HHS, President Biden and the entire California congressional 
delegation urging them to end this program.  There will be no cost to California, nor does it 
require the governor’s signature.  The resolution is currently in review.  
 
Below is a one-page primer on Direct Contracting (ACO/REACH).  Following the primer is a 
link for a more detailed explanation including helpful charts and visuals. 
 
If you have any further questions, Dr. Healey graciously shared her email address: 

khealey.ent@gmail.com 
Pertinent Contact information: 
CMS: Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services https://www.cms.gov/  
HHS: US Department of Health & Human Services https://www.hhs.gov/  
President Biden: Call: 1-202-456-1111 or write: president@whitehouse.gov  
Senators & Congress:  
https://www.senate.gov/senators/senators-contact.htm  
https://www.congress.gov/contact-us  
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For a more detailed Primer on ACO/REACH from PNHP: 
Primer on ACO/REACH from PNHP 

 
**** 

 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fdocument%2Fd%2F1vh16zgdhytDYJPlPek-T8VKLOsbnvGn7c4jk1YKwCV4%2Fedit%3FeType%3DEmailBlastContent%26eId%3D5dd1f54a-6efd-476e-a4e5-3c09a61a9d03&data=05%7C01%7C%7C4fc4b0aa445e4ae3d35108daf8306517%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638095183990401912%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hiWtlD%2Bx4mx6L5dhGUR1zjwaP3d9uNnvWrPkfxjhlb4%3D&reserved=0


Membership 
 

Members and friends should have already received the 2023 membership 
reminder letter by mail with a remittance envelope. 

Dues remain at $40 for individual memberships, $60 for couples, $20.00 for 
students/low-income individuals and $100 for sustaining memberships.   

 
If you have not received your membership letter and would like to join, go to 

http://www.womenfororangecounty.org membership,  
then print the membership application,  
fill it in, and mail it with your check to: 

 
W4OC 

P.O. Box 5402 
Irvine, CA 92626-4502 

 
As always, any donation will be gratefully accepted and are much appreciated. 

Thank you for your continued support. 
 

*********************** 
2023 Calendar 

We will continue to email our monthly newsletters and meeting flyers  
 

Meetings will continue to be offered on the 
3rd Monday of the month 

 
March 20 

The Climate Crisis and how it is affecting us all. 
 

July 17 
The Dismantling of Public Education & Why you should care 

  
October 16 

Is there Justice in the Criminal Justice System? 
(including the plight of women in prison) 

 
Please note that meeting topics, locations, and/or dates may change 

if our speakers or panelists have unavoidable changes in their schedules. 
 

Meetings will be via Zoom,  
hybrid or in-person meetings. 

Hybrid and in-person meetings will take place at the  
Irvine Ranch Water District Duck Club 

15 Riparian View, Irvine 

http://www.womenfororangecounty.org/


The Great American Write-In 
at The Delhi Center in Santa Ana 

Saturday, May 6, 2023   
 

41st Annual Suffrage Day Luncheon 
at the Hacienda in Santa Ana 
Saturday, August 26, 2023 

 
Meeting flyers, monthly newsletters, our webpage, and Facebook will provide 

more detailed meeting and event information. 
 

Anyone who wants to help with any of our events should contact our president, 
Carol Tuch, at (949) 242-0253 or email at womenforoc@aol.com  

 
**** 

We hope you will consider attending 
 

Americans United for Separation of Church and State-OC 
Saturday, February 18th at 4 pm  

Hybrid meeting – Zoom & In-person 
 

 UCI Law School Dean: Austen Parrish  
Meet the new Dean of the UCI Law School, Austen Parrish.   

 
Dean Parrish will discuss the Law School and the plans for the school as it moves 
forward, as well as Legal Education generally. 

 

Register at - https://www.mobilize.us/au/event/545625/ 
In Person: Irvine Ranch Water District Community Room 

15500 San Canyon Ave., Irvine, CA 
For more information, www.au-oc.org 

 
**** 

Other events that might interest you: 
 

The World Affairs Council of Orange County will present an exclusive 
interview of Goodwill Ambassador Yusra Mardini and screening of “The 
Swimmers” on Thursday, Feb. 16, at Soka University in Aliso Viejo.   
 
The World Affairs Council will also present “Putin’s Ukrainian Misadventure: 
What has Russia Lost?” featuring William Pomeranz on Tuesday, March 7. For 
more information www.worldaffairscouncil.org/events or call 949354-3180. 
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Planned Parenthood has a monthly newsletter listing upcoming events and 
ways to become more involved in local Planned Parenthood advocacy work.  
February events include LGBTQ+ Leadership Council meeting on Thurs, Feb. 9, 
12pm-1pm on Zoom; Advocacy Ambassador Training Sat, Feb. 25, 10am-2pm. 
Information available at PublicAffairs@PPOSBC.org  
 
UCI School of Law is a visionary law school committed to enriching our 
communities through public service.  They present many excellent free-to-the-
public events with online registration.  
For more information: https://calendar.law.uci.edu/   
You may also sign-up for monthly newsletter and events at UCI Law: 
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/TzHtpJy  
 
Supporters of Public Education-OC presents meetings and activities to provide 
opportunities to learn about advocacy on issues in Orange County schools.  
Information- Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SOPEOC/  or email: 
sope.oc@gmail.com. 
 
League of Women Voters/National Institute for Civil Discourse Network 
Resources News has listing of February events honoring Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr.  For news and information email: needcivilttalk@gmail.com or Cheryl Graeve 
at cgraeve@arizona.edu 

 
*********************** 

 
Board of Directors 

 
We currently have eight members on our board of directors who plan and take 
care of the business of Women For. If anyone is interested in finding out more 
about becoming a board member, contact any current board member: Carol 
Tuch @ 949-242-0253, Londa Woods, Peggy Goetz, Ellen Tewell, Marilyn 
Vassos, Steph Campbell, Sharon O’Hara, or Felicity Figueroa.   

Other contact information is on our website at 
http://www.womenfororangecounty.org/. 

 
************************ 

 
Legislative Update 2023 

Women For: Orange County supports the following legislative bills. 
** Denotes new legislation involvement since last Newsletter 

 
Although not legislation, Women For: Orange County has also supported: 
We signed on to a Letter to stop the ACO/REACH pilot program 
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Addressed to Honorable Xavier Becerra (Sec. of HHS) & Honorable Chiquita Brooks-LaSure 
(Admin for CMS) 
 

***********************  
womenforoc@aol.com   

http://www.womenfororangecounty.org  
 

Please 'like' our WF:OC Facebook page: 
www.facebook.com/Women-For-Orange-County-180712315298354/ 
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